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This academic article aims to present the tradition and processes of the ceremony of paying

Abstract

homage and respect to Thai music teachers (Wai Kru ceremony), and to show Wai Kru ceremony at the
Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia (RILCA), Mahidol University. The objective of the
Wai Kru ceremony is to realize its value, continue the tradition systematically, and disseminate the
knowledge on the Wai Kru ceremony at RILCA to the society.

The Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia (RILCA), an institute of Mahidol
University, has opened the program for the Master of Arts in Cultural Studies relating to Musical Culture.
The institute is also the first institute of Thailand having the program for the Master of Music. Wai Kru
ceremony at Mahidol University, a medical university, had been established in the same year. Mr.Montri
Tramote, a national artist on performance arts (Thai music) in 2015, implemented the practices derived
from the Fine Arts Department. He is also the president of the ceremony having the holy speech in the
Wai Kru ceremony. Until present, this ceremony has been succeeded through experts who continuously
accepted to conduct the holy speech in Wai Kru ceremony to Thai music teachers until present.

Wai Kru ceremony at the RILCA showed the level of the ceremony in 3 levels which are (1) Ritual
ceremony by saluting cultural arts teachers; (2) Wai Kru ceremony for Thai music teachers and conducting
a ritual ceremony by having head-dresses of music gods; and (3) Wai Kru ceremony for Thai music
teachers and assigning the president to have the holy speech, whereby the participants in this ceremony
were invited from the alumni of the musical culture of RILCA.  Wai Kru ceremony has been established
since 1989-2021, totaling 21 ceremonies. Ten of both national artists and scholars were invited as the
president of the ceremonies, whereas every level of targeted groups had attended the ceremonies
including executives, officers, students, alumni, community, and people from networks in cultural arts
from both internal and external parties of Mahidol University.

Wai Kru ceremony has been operated under the cultural arts maintenance plan of RILCA. This
project made RILCA being outstanding in organizing the activities by integrating these activities at university
level and connecting to national and international networks, and finally resulting to a good image and

reputation for RILCA that added the value to the society.

Keywords: Wai Kru ceremony / Thai music
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